MACBETH
THE WITCHES

The witches are a rea//i,; impor*an* parv‘ of the P/a_tj. Not on/y do Hyey play a blg role in action by *empvting Macbeth, but
H)ey are rea//y impor*an* in terms of confext. In this exam, you 9e+ marks for demons*ra*ing your undersfana/ing of
context (and you can't access any of the higher range of marks if you forgev‘ to include any). Mnders*ano/ing and
fee/ing confident in this /ee_(j *opic and /enowing how to include it in Your essays will give your gmdes a real boost.

Before we 9e7L started - where's your confidence at with this %opic?

S*@ID / Brains*orm. HOW VY)MCh dO -(10(4 a/reaa/_(j IQHOW.?

The witches 'p/ay a rea//y impor*anf role in the p/ay, especia//y at the beginning. Fill this box with as much informatio
as you can. Who did *hey meet? Where? Why? What did *hey say? What halnpened next?

Bonus Ipoimls if You can remember any clumles.’
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Step 2 Make some notes!
~  —

Genem/ Bac/eground
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Step 2 Make some notes!

N~ ——
The First Scene

'When H’:e hur/y—bur/y's G’OH@, Wl’:en 7%2 baH/e's /OS?L ana/ WOH‘

‘there fo meet with Macheth’

fair is foul and foul is fair
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Step 2 Make some notes!
~  —

Act one, scene three - 'where have you been?“/ei//ing swine'

what is the purpose of this first section of the scene?

'/ei//ing swine

'give me, quoﬂw [

here | have a lpi/mt's thumb, wrecked as homewards he did come’
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Step 2 Make some notes!

N~ ——
Act one, scene three - Macbeth meets the witches

’SO 7[01/'" am/ 'FOM/ a dﬂy l have HO7L seen'

all hail Macbeth, that shalt be /eing hereafter

's7tay You imperfeml slpea/eers'

what can the devil slnea/e frue’ 'instruments of darkness’
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LOIS?L S7L€ID

Review: A few /eey facts

he was crowned in..
Macbeth was written..

Choose five bits of information you want fo remember from 7Loa/ay's session

lly confident!
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‘J*mu T‘i:f—-«_w-.\-af LY'

What s*e/os could you fake next?
Which of these have You tried?

Visit websites (slpar/enofes, cliffsnotes, BBC bitesized)

Watch videos on YouTube
Buy a revision guio/e
Read/Re-read the fext

Now - think - how /on_g did foa/a_(j's ac*ivh‘_(j fake?

What migh* ha/gpen if you worked with me a bit more
and you didn't have 1o do it alone?

If you're serious about wan*ing fo im/prove your gmo/es and are

in+eres+e0/ 7L0 /QV)OW / can he//g, F/@OISQ COV)7LOIC7L me 7L0 bOO/Q 7] free COI//.

robyn@straightforwardlyenglish.com

NOW, *UFV! over ana’ 7[1716/ VY)_(] wivtches clumte bam/e.



THE WITCHES g3

Some Key QMO'ILQS

There to meet with Macbeth’

This is probably the most important Witches quote. We never know why they target Macbeth,
but it is clearly stated in the first scene that they are planning to meet him after the battle.

Foul is fair and foul is fair

Not only do the witches see everything as inverse to normal, but this quote tells us they corrupt
- they take what is fair and make it foul - and they will do so to Macbeth.

All hail Macbeth, thou shalt be /eing hereatter!’

Of the three prophesies - the first two are statements of fact, this is the only one that predicts
the future.

By the Pric/eing of my thumbs,
Some*hing wicked this way comes.’

By the time Macbeth comes to find them in the 4th act his has been altered hugely. He is
recognised as wicked by the witches - evil recognises evil!

So foul and fair a 0/0;_(/ | have not seen'’

Macbeth’s first line - its telling he echoes the words of the witches. You can interpret it in a
number of ways, but it certainly foreshadows the effect they will have on him.

The ‘weird sisters’

Macbeth never calls them witches - they are the ‘weird sisters’. This comes from the Anglo-
Saxon ‘wyrd’ meaning ‘controlling human destiny’.

instruments of darkness’ ‘what, can the devil spea/e frue?’

Despite Banquo’s enthusiasm to talk to them in the first act, it is tempered by his comments to
Macbeth after his prophecies. He clearly knows they are evil and tries to warn Macbeth.
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